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Churchill’s hobby ‘may have helped
to save Western Civilization’

Churchill’s great-grandson, who lives in
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That piece of art could have been the tipping
point in FDR’s decision. America’s men and
women stepped forward to risk their lives.
Thousands of U.S. patriots died so that
the Allies wouldn’t have to surrender. After
Roosevelt’s death in Warm Springs, Ga.,
the world-changing piece of art had other
owners, many unknown. Fast-forward to
March 2015, and there’s more to
the story.
Thanks to a presentation and exhibit

With the 1943 image of Prime
Minister Winston Churchill and
President Franklin D. Roosevelt
watching the sun set over the
Atlas Mountains in North Africa
in the background, Rodney
Cook, CEO of Millennium Gate
Museum, explains the profound
impact the view had on both
leaders. FDR was in a hurry
the next morning to get back to
America, but he took time to call
his friend, who was still in bed.
Not wanting to delay Roosevelt’s
departure, Churchill—in his
pajamas—took the president to
the airport. That evening, Sir
Winston returned to the tower
to paint the view that they had
witnessed the night before.
And the next time the two were
together, Churchill gave FDR the
painting of “The Tower of the
Katoubia Mosque” in Marrakech,
Morocco. (Photo by Jeremy
Kobus)

For the past generation, Churchill’s “The Tower of the Katoubia
Mosque” has been out of public view. Recently, after exhaustive
research, the painting was discovered to be owned by Hollywood
stars Brad Pitt and his wife, Angelina Jolie, who agreed to loan it
for the Georgia tour. Until April 17, the painting is on exhibit with
other Churchill artwork and artifacts in the Hargrett Rare Book and
Manuscript Library in UGA’s Richard B. Russell Building Special
Collections Library. Here, the world-changing painting is uncrated
by University Librarian Dr. Toby Graham, right, and Bill Douglas,
CEO of Athens First Bank and Trust Company, sponsor of the March
18 event. (Photo by Jeremy Kobus)

